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This book is a comprehensive investigation, discussion, and analysis of the origins and

development of the first civil war in the Sudan, which occurred between 1955 and1972. It was the

culmination of ethnic, racial, cultural, religious, political, and economic problems that had faced the

Sudan since the Turco-Egyptian conquest of the country in 1821. The hostilities between the

Northern and Southern regions of the Sudan also involved foreign powers that had their own

geopolitical interests in the country. The first Sudanese civil war is a classic example of

intra-regional and inter-regional conflicts in Africa in the 20th century.
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"Poggo, a refugee from the southern Sudan, adds to knowledge of this war-torn country with a

detailed account of the first civil war between the north and the south, which raged between 1955

and 1972. The discussion is distinguished by some fine firsthand reports by southern participants

and a full consideration of external forces, which included Egypt, other Arab nations, neighboring

African states, the Soviet Union, and the U.S. Recommended." - CHOICE "An essential contribution

to historical scholarship on the politics of Sudan s armed conflicts and peace agreements. Poggo

provides extraordinary detail in documenting southerners resistance to, and experiences of,

repression, violence and collective punishment at the hands of Sudanese government leaders and

their security forces. Through extensive use of oral accounts given by southern Sudanese political

and military protagonists, testimonials from foreign missionaries, and rare archival documents

gleaned in private collections scattered across the world, Poggo has produced a text that writes the



turbulent and uneven process of southern Sudanese identity formation into the larger body of

African political history." - Sudan Studies Association Bulletin

SCOPAS S. POGGOÃ‚Â is an Assistant Professor of African American and African Studies at The

Ohio State University, USA.
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